 Islamic Theology 
10.30.11
Except for a small category of issues that we as we follow (tawqifi) which are ritualistic, we come to rulings based on reason. 
Can't respect reason without valuing dissent. 
What role does competition play in religion?
· it encourages creativity
· coming up with better explanations 
· We are taught to compete in doing good.
It's important to have a different opinion, but the article says that this is central to our religion. 
Adab al-Ikhtilaf - protocol of dissent was a part of the studies of scholars. 
Two important law terms:
1. Qat'i - Categorically authoritative (ie God is One or pork is prohibited)
2. Zanni - presumptively authoritative 
Basic Hadith Terms:
1. Mutawattir -  widespread more than 40 narrations
2. Mash-hoor - popular less than 40
3. Ahad - one person 
Part of the narration is the chain, so if two hadiths have the same narration but a different chain they are different hadith
The Hadith that meet the highest standards (authenticity and Narration), but the meaning leaves room of interpretation. 
There are hadith that don't meet the same standard as sahih:
1. hadith al-hasana
2. hadith da'if - weak
The authentication of hadith is living tradition and that is why we keep the made up hadith keep them in their own place. 
Maxim - universal ideas 
One the one hand we need to take the scholars as source material. Like a physician. I can diagnose myself with WebMD and won't work in the way it should. 
Should always exercise judgment in who you follow and how you trust them. 
