Islamic Law, Omer Mozaffar, 12/18/11
Prof. Mozaffar began the session by suggesting a long list of books for additional reading, on various topics in Islamic law and history: 
1-  About Qur'an
2-  About the Prophet
3- About Adab

4- About the basics of Islamic Law 
Categories -
  Historical overviews & biographies -
  Methods
  Philosophy of law
  Islamic law & the state
  Primary Texts 
A prime source is Principles of Islamic Jurisprudence by Kamali 
Prof. Mozaffar said he would make the list available to the class by e-mail.  

Operational Principle Four - Setting Priorities
Marsalis - benefit
Maqasid - detriment
Islamic law is basically about securing benefits and removing harm from the society
Human nature is innately good - if you remove the harm, then the goodness can come out
Sharia is all about priorities in terms of do's and don'ts
3 levels -
Daruriyyat - necessities
   Life, Food, Religion, offspring, wealth, intellect, dignity/honor
    Ex:  education must be available
   Challenge - what else needs to be fulfilled for everyone else?
Hajiyyat - needs
    Ex:  scholarships to facilitate education
     Make food accessible
Takmiliyyat - complements
    Ex:  Make food a wonderful experience
Embracing maxims
Punishments do not go into effect if the ends of the society are not being met. 
Idea of the qawa'id - to go through the text and see what applies. Sometimes the principle of what is in the ayah is what is getting pulled out. 
Re hardship - don't give yourself unnecessary hardship. Do not make your life more difficult than it needs to be. 
On the question of Zabihah vs Halal - how does that play out?  
   4 prohibitions:
      No pork
      No carion
      No blood 
      Nothing slaughtered other than in the name of Allah
First figure out the ideal – the ideal is to eat meat every 40 days – but ideals are also culturally specific - figure out where you are in our development.  If something that is difficult to uphold or perform cannot be justified in text, then it is an unnecessary hardship. 
Basic principle - that whatever choice I'm making, that it be tied to text and that it be something that can be carried out for the rest of my life. 
Key point - within the context of Islamic law is the source material that gives us a whole history of priorities.
Five core maxims - p. 23
1- On the Day of Judgement, actions will be judged by their intentions
       Here, actions will be judged by their goal
2- Certainty will not be overturned by doubt - Principle of continuity - unless you can 
      show that something has changed, nothing has changed. 
      Ex:  if you have no reason to believe that you broke your wudu, then you still have 
      wudu
3- Harm must be removed - Make things easier
4- Hardship must be alleviated
5- Custom has the weight of law
    P. 32. Openness toward other cultures as the Prophet's Sunna - culture is something
    precious, that must be preserved. 
    American culture is an ideological culture – a culture of ideas more than practices
Dr Umar is saying that Islamic law gives you what you need to develop as a Muslim, but it has to be adapted to your needs and culture - what we've been doing this semester is “Madrasa 101”
If you reduce your Islam to a set of do's & don't, you are going to take the life out of it - make yourself miserable.
The amount of things we're supposed to do cannot be done in a lifetime, so we need to establish priorities in doing what we can. 
