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This is not a course on Islamic law and specific rulings, but it's how islamic law works,
underpinnings and its philosophies.

What is law?

- rules and guidelines you need to live and follow by that regulates society
- rules

- Regulation

- social cohesion

What's the relationship with law and justice?

End point goal is law is to provide justice

Is there a relationship between law and spirituality?

Metaphor to think about the relationship between law and spirituality:
River: Banks give shape and water gives life.

Law as the banks of the river, spirituality is the water.

the idea is that you need both.

if there was a river without water, there's a ditch. That's law without spirituality. it
becomes dogma. it becomes dos and don't.

if there was water without banks, it goes in all directions and is lead by 'hawah' or
desires.

It's both parts of the river.
Law is related to conduct. Spirituality is from within, law is from without.

Internal (Spirituality/Sufism) ---------- \

External (Sharia/Law) ------------------ /
Starting the Article:
Hadith at the beginning talking about the best of you before will islam will be the best

after islam if you gain understanding.
the best could be the best in actions and character.



Is it possible to claim to the best at something and it still be humble?

That's to be discussed later in the course.

People are innately good. this is often lost in our community. The sense that we are
innately good.

The hadith at the beginning at the article talks about belief and understanding.

A common muslim probably has a lot of knowledge or facts, but no understanding of it
and it becomes trivia. for many of us, much of what we do and believe is hearsay,

especially what we give priority.

A big issue in our religion now is lack of priorities. Islamic law is about priorities. If that's
all you understand from this course, that's good.

An understanding islam should lead to excellence for muslims in america.

The stuff that we do as this population has consequences whether we act or don't and
they have consequences for the next 100 years.

The history we have inherited from our predecessors has a large void, and that has fed
into our psychology.



