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There's a misconception that Philosophy doesn't have a place in Islam. But that's not true. 
There are three levels of Islamic Law:
0. Law, tazikya, ihsan, adab
1. We're more familiar with: Sciences of the Quran, science of Hadith, Language
2. Abstract: Philosophy (Falsafa), History, Theology 
The abstract doesn't really affect our everyday lives. 
Two types of theology: Kalam (Abstract) and Usul al deen (philosophical underpinnings of islam)
Is a narration universal or particular? Usually when we're speaking about hadith, we're usually concerned with authenticity. 
The scholar of Law is like a physician and the scholar of Hadith is like a pharmacist. The Hadiths alone are not manuals. The hadith are raw materials that have been compiled.
When studying islam, we should concern ourselves with the Quran and the Prophet. Sh. Hamza Yusuf recommends we read his biography once a year. 
From the muslim perspective, there was never a conflict between science and islam. 
What is about? Science is about finding patterns. Miracles contradict normative behavior and therefore science can't prove, so it doesn't accept it as literal. 
Law
Tawqifi (Immutably Fixed) - Rulings that can be contemplated upon, but can't be changed or overridden. Like two sajdas in the prayer. We can think about why it is, but it won't change. Or that Ramadan is when fasting happens, they don't change. 
Mu'allal (Rationale-Based) - Rulings have rationales ('illal) and tangible purposes (maqasid) and are subject to ongoing legal interpretation (ijtihad)
Tawqifi rulings are more or less the ritualistic aspects of islam. 
Variations of Law (outside of tawqifi)
3. Era (Zaman)
4. Location (Makan)
When one is making a claim that something is haram, the burden of proof is the one who is making the claim. 
There are some elements of our practice that are fixed. But the majority of it is related to time and place.
God made the law for the human beings, but the human beings were not made for the law. 
The goal of schools of thought are consistency vs arbitrariness. 
Fuqhaha - Scholars of islamic jurisprudence  Fiqh - jurisprudence 
Fiqh comes from understanding. The same skills are not required of the people who memorize the quran and the hadith. 
Something that has been lost in the muslim community is curiosity. 
